
Next meeting will be 

April 21,  2011 
7:00 p.m 
Location:   

Rosenau’s Community 
Room 

2826 Addison Ave. E. 
Twin Falls. 

  (Just west of Kimberly  
Nurseries and D&B Supply.) 

Hello Rock Hounds: 
     The March Rock and Gem Show for 2011was a Great success and a great big thank 
you to everyone who worked at or on the GEM SHOW. There were many individuals 
who went above and beyond what was expected of them for which we will be forever 
grateful to you. Thank you Harold Waggoner, show chairman and Shirley Metts, assis-
tant show chairman, GREAT JOB. 
     I will list a few of the things I have noted about this year’s show. First the new mer-
chant building number one was a real upgrade and yes, it is reserved for 2012. Show 
setup and take down went smoother thanks to Jon Cromer show foreman and crew for 
a great job. 
     Club show setup and take down still needs some extra effort, but thanks to member 
suggestions we have made steady improvement. The Club membership has discussed 
changes that could or should be made to the 2012 Gem Show. Your ideas included 
covering the main entrance to the building with a curtain to make a more professional 
look, storing extra materials and boxes in the trailer during the show, more Signage 
and advertisement, INDIVIDUALS  ARE ASKED TO GET SPECIFIC INFORMA-
TION ABOUT SIGN LOCATIONS AND PERMISSIONS, VARIOUS MEDIA AC-
CESS and ideas to the Show Chairman. We will be purchasing needed additional items 
to make the new show location work better like more curtain material, and more dis-
play case material, and building another show trailer to take some pressure off the ex-
isting trailer as we continually grow our show each year.  We will be moving ahead 
with plans to enlarge our new Ultraviolet light display room which was new this year. 
If you have additional thoughts or concerns please contact our new show chairman 
Shirley Metts at 423-4827- email rmetts@cableone.net. 
     Shirley Metts was approved to be the Chairmen for the 2012 show, Jon Cromer will 
become the new Assistant Show Chairman and Harold Waggoner will become the 
Show Advisor, Mark Livingston will become the Show Foreman. Thank you! We 
would hope each person serving on the Show Committee will serve at least 2 to 3 
years. It takes time to learn how things should occur. 
      PLEASE MAKE YOURSELVES AWARE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
POLICIES AND LAWS THAT ARE BOTH PROPOSED AND THOSE NOW 
PASSED INTO LAW. ONE OF THE BEST WAYS IS TO GO TO THE NORTH-
WEST FEDERATION SITE via amfed.org AND READ THEIR INFORMATION 
AND WARNINGS. THEN GET BUSY AND WRITE YOU SENATORS AND 
REPRESENTIVIES IN WASHINGTON D.C.  IF YOU DON’T FIGHT FOR 
YOUR RIGHTS THEY WILL BE TAKEN BY THOSE IN POWER. AMFED.org 
     It is important for members to wear their name tags at meetings, because it allows 
us a way of getting to know each other. We wish you to come to our meetings and 
be an active member.  The early meeting time demonstrations start at 7:00 pm. Busi-
ness meeting starts at 8:00 pm or 8:30 pm depending on the amount of business to be 
done.     
Thank you,   
Rocky Metts 423-4827 or email rmetts@cableone.net 
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� ���EXCHANGE NEWS-
LETTERS 
These will be  set out on 
the side table for you to 
look at.  Please look 
through them to see if 
anything is of interest to 
you.   It’s always inter-
esting to read what other 
clubs are doing in the 
way of programs and 
workshops. 
There are also many 
excellent articles that 
are too long to reprint in 
our newsletter/ 

 
Also, check out the web-
sites of the other clubs.   
The Owyhee Gem Club 
site is 
www.owyheerocks.com 
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Club General Membership Meeting:  

Meetings are held the third Thursday of each month 
at Rosenau’s Community Room, 2826 Addison Ave. E. 

Twin Falls.   (Just west of Kimberly  
Nurseries and D&B Supply.) 

 Demonstrations/Programs and socializing at 7:00 p.m.  
Business Meeting at 8:00 pm   Exceptions are July and 
August when we picnic and barbecue at the Kimberly 
City Park and November - our annual Thanksgiving 

dinner.  

VISITORS ARE CORDIALLY INVITED ! 
Membership Dues: 

Yearly membership dues for MVGC are $10.00 for adult  
members (New members add  $2.00 for name tags)   and  

$5.00 for Junior  members.   
For more  information or an application, contact   

Rocky Metts—423-4827 email:   rmetts@cableone.net 
Fees due by Oct. 31 

 
General Objectives of the Club: 

To promote popular interest, knowledge and understand-
ing in the various earth sciences, as in Geology, mineral-

ogy, Paleontology and lapidary and other related sub-
jects.  To sponsor and provide means of coordinating the 

work and efforts of all persons interested therein. 
 

Helping Others: 
The club participates in the NFMS stamp program,  

saving large commemoratives, airmail, pre-canceled, 
foreign and “ordinary” stamps of all  values.  Proceeds 
from  stamp sales will be used to benefit any charity 

deemed worthy by the NFMS Endowment Fund. 
Club Stamp Specialist—Barbrah Livingston�
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Committee Chairs 
     Sunshine . . . . . . . . . . . . Lola Betty 
     Show Publicity. .. . . . . . Julie & Terry Folks  
     Refreshments . . .. . . . . . Sandy Hansen 
     Historian . . .  . .   . . .   . .Harold Waggoner 
     Librarian . . .  . . .. . . . . . Barbrah Livingston 
     Safety Officer . .  . . . . . .Mark Livingston 
     Webmaster . . .  .  . . . . . .Jason Metts      
      Asst. Field Marshall … Rebekah Yancey      
      Asst Field Marshall …  Sandy Hansen 
     Asst Field Marshall ……Jim Glenn 
     Asst Field Marshall ……Rex Borjas 
      Service . . . . .  . . . . . . . ..Mel Pingel 
      Nominations Chmn ….. Bob Sellers 

All contents Copyright  2010-2011.  All rights reserved.  No 
part of this document or the related files may be reproduced or 
transmitted in any form, by any means without the prior permis-
sion of the Magic Valley Gem Club.  Permission is hereby 
given to non-Commercial and not-for profit groups or persons 
to copy, forward or otherwise share this publication for educa-
tional and informational purposes. 

WELCOME  to all 
our new members.   
We have had many 
new members join-
ing the Club and 
we want to take 

this opportunity to 
welcome you.   We 
invite you to attend 
our monthly meet-
ings and go on our 
field trips.  Also,  
we would ask you 

to share your  
expectations of this 
club and invite you 

to participate by 
filling a position 

and sharing  in the 
activities of the 

Club.    

WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS  
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Magic Valley Gem Club Field Trips for 2011   
Call Rebekah Yancey if you have ideas of places you would like to go.   Phone:  670-4254 

�Our Field Marshalls are planning many wonderful trips which will include a few overnighters. These will be terrific 
times for rock hounding and fellowship. They have been asked to provide a tentative list of trips. If you have a place 
you wish to go with the club, please contact the Field Marshalls. 

TENTATIVE  
_______DATE _________________SITE   _______ WHERE TO MEET_____________  
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***Check on  www.magicvalleygemclub.org and/or on Face book at Magic Valley Gem Club  
    to see if there are any changes before any trips..   
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6  Bonnie Kessler  
27 Chris and Laura 

Sutton 
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     The March 17th meeting of the Magic Valley Gem Club was 
called to order by President Rocky Metts with 31 members and 4 
visitors present.  Minutes for the February meeting were approved 
as printed in the newsletter.  
     Second reading for Scott and Wendy Pufahl,  
     First reading for:  Chuck Fawcett, Valerie Messman, Carl 
Transue, James Stanton and Chris Funk. 
     Change of procedure for door prize:  If you wish to participate 
put a ticket in the can.  If you win you must furnish prize for next 
meeting even if you do not attend the meeting.  Prize should be 
rock related and of a value of at least $5.00.   
     Chris Sutton suggested looking into a sound system for meet-
ings.  Harold Waggoner will check with Rosenau’s.   
     The purchase of a 2nd show trailer was discussed.  Club mem-
bers were asked for their input.  Everyone thought it would be a 
good idea to split the weight as the current show trailer is carrying 
too heavy a load.   Club members agreed it is needed. 
Rocky and Harold to look into it further. 
     Library books are ready to check out any time.  Call Barbrah 
Livingston at 731-1942 to check out books. 
     Safety:  A very good video on eye safety was presented by 
Mark Livingston.  Be sure to wear proper eye protection.  Mark 
had some safety glasses available to choose from—for the mem-
bers to have.  
     Program for April’s meeting will be “Gold Panning” by Dave 
Hughes.  May’s meeting program will be tumbling.   
     Harold Waggoner will conduct flint knapping class at his 
home on April 16 at 1:00 p.m.  Phone no. is 423-9668.  
     Please continue to contact your Representatives in Congress 
about the road closures to our rock hunting areas. 
     If you have pictures of the 2011 show please get them to 
Rocky so he can make up a video. 
     Installation of officers:  2011 Oath read by Nominating Chair-
man Bob Sellers (without his glasses).  President Rocky Metts, 
Vice-President Steve Barnes (absent); Secretary Wilma Sellers; 
Treasurer Susan Lewis; Field Marshall Rebekah Yancey (absent); 
Bulletin Editor Shirley Metts; 2012 Show Chairman Shirley 
Metts; and Federation Director Barbrah Livingston were installed 
as officers. 
     Norma Berkley proposed charging a fee for not wearing name 
tags to the meetings.  Motion was made by Ron Rhodes and sec-
onded by Barbrah Livingston to NOT charge a fee for not wear-
ing name tags to meetings.  Club voted to NOT charge money for 
not wearing name tags.  PLEASE DO WEAR NAME TAGS, 
THOUGH, THIS HELPS EVERYONE GET ACQUAINTED. 
     Motion was made by Dick Morris to elect Shirley Metts Show 
Chairman for 2012 Show;  Harold Waggoner,  Show Advisor; 
Jon Cromer, Assistant Show Chairman ; and Mark Livingston, 
Show Foreman .  Seconded by Barbrah Livingston.  Approved by 
Club. 
     Filer and Jackpot schools have requested a presentation from 
the MVGC .  Dave Hughes—Education Chairman, will get these 
arranged.   
     Show and Tell for April—something you bought at the Show 
or auction. 
     The purchase of tables for the club was discussed.  We were 
short about 6 tables for the show.  They are $3 to rent from Fair-
grounds.  Dick and Judy will investigate tables from Buhl Senior 

 
Any time there is an activity or a field trip, 
please check the web page to see if there are 
any final instructions.        

           magicvalleygemclub.org and/or 
on Face book 

The Door Prize drawing at the meeting is being 
changed due to some of the members not wanting to 
participate in the door prize. 
 
At the beginning of each meeting, we will have a 
“Door Prize Can”  with some 2-part tickets.  If you 
want to participate in the door prize drawing, please 
take a ticket—keep the stub and put the ticket in the 
can.  If you don’t want to participate, all you have to 
do is not take a ticket.  We will draw at the end of the 
meeting—if you are not present at time of drawing 
you do not win.  The winner must bring or send a 
rock related item to the next meeting—valued at 
$5.00 +. 
Everyone needs to sign the registration sheet that you 
were in attendance at the meeting.  

Center. 
     Dick Morris thanked everyone for all the help for grab 
bags and tumbled rocks.  Rebecca Yancey won the polished 
petrified wood slab for the most tumbled rock.—presented by 
Dick Morris.  Helen Dombrovskis won the Idaho garnet for 
the most rock bags made—presented by Harold Waggoner.   
     April snacks will be provided by Rebekah Yancey, Judy 
Morris, and Jon Cromer.   
     Door prize won by Ruth Hughes, provided by Shirley 
Metts 

     Johnny Horizon day is May 7.  Chairman is Mel Pingel. 

Meeting adjourned . 
 Minutes respectfully submitted by Wilma Sellers, 
Secretary.    
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 Calling all Junior Rock Hounds!!!!! 
      Hey guys and gals, I have missed you at the meetings. 
Remember this is YOUR club!!! We can not have a junior 
club unless you are there.  
      We did manage to have a junior show case at the show 
but it was hard to do with only 2 members putting some 
rocks in it. 
      We have lots of fun things to do at the meetings but 
you have to be there. If for some reason your  mom and 
dad can't make it to the meeting please give me a call  early 
at 208-886-2014 and let me know and I will see about get-
ting you a ride. 
       For those of you that were not at the last meeting there 
is an assignment for you to build a mineral collection 
from the 3 types of rocks. 
 Igneous---- Quartz , Pumice , Obsidian. 
 Metamorphic---- Marble , Slate, Biotite (Mica) ,  
  Feldspar , Hematite  and Galena 
 Sedimentary---- Anthracite ( Coal) , Graphite ,  
  Limestone , Sandstone , Calcite and/ or  
  Chalk , Shale. 
Just use small pebbles for this collection. 
Hope to see all of you at the next meeting April 15th, 2011 
Dave Hughes , Youth Director 

May your life be full of dirt! 
May it gather in your shoes 
May you wander o�er the countryside 
with bird and fox and moose. 
May you hunt with pick and shovel, 
For earth�s treasures you explore. 
Once found, oh joy... there�s more 
and more and more... 
May you have a good, strong backpack, 
and fill it with the best! 
May you have the strength to lift it, 
put muscles to the test! 
May you take it home with prize in hand, 
unwrap and you adore, 
You move your bag; 
a pile of dirt has gathered on the floor. 
Before you go another step 
dust off your pants and shirt. 
And leave behind the remnants of rewarding, 
happy dirt. 
Then showers wash away the rest, 
flowing down the drain, 
Gone for �ere until you�re drawn by 
Rockhounds� call again. 
written by: Joy Stinson - 
Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club 
  Submitted by  Dave Hughes POISONOUS MALACHITE  

Did you know that malachite is very poisonous in its raw 
state? Never lick the rock to see its color.  Don't even re-
peatedly lick your finger and apply.  Wear a mask when 
working for protection.  After you grind wash the contami-
nated oil  immediately off your skin. If you smoke and the 
taste becomes very sweet you are absorbing the malachite 
dust. The copper oxide dust is mixing with the moisture in 
your mouth and reacting to the tar in the tobacco, turning it 
into saccharin.  Needless to say, you should take some 
immediate steps to stop the inhalation.   —Both tidbits are 
from The Roadrunner News out of Quartzsite, Arizona Dec 
2004                Submitted by Dave Hughes 

APRIL 16 FIELD TRIP  
 

WHAT:   rock swap 
WHEN:  April 16th  
TIME:  1:00 pm 
WHERE:  Centennial Park (down in the Canyon).   
DETAILS:  Bring rough or finished rock/slabs to 
trade.   

CHECK IT OUT!  
Magic Valley Gem Club Library.   We have lots of interest-
ing books, CDs , videos and magazines in the Library —- Our 
Librarian, Barbrah Livingston—is working on a list which we 
will print a part of each month in the newsletter. The entire 
list will be published on the Web Site.  All members are en-
couraged to check out items from the Library.  Just contact 
the librarian to see what is available—until such time as we 
can begin printing the list.  Check out time is one month.   

CLUB LIBRARIAN is Barbrah Livingston—731-1942 

NEW!  FACEBOOK PAGE  
Find us on Face book.   

Magic Valley Gem 
Club 

Rebekah Yancey — 
670-4254 

Sandy Hansen — 
736-3380 
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Master Copy 

Magic Valley Gem Club Library 

 

Indian Silver-Smithing by W. Ben Hunt/1960 

Treasures from the Earth by Benjamin M. Schaub/ 

The World of Rocks & Minerals. 
Gem Craft-How to cut & polish by Lelande Quick and Hugh 

Leiper,FGA/1970. 

Eyewitness Books-Fossils by Paul D. Taylor, PHD/1990. 

Turquoise by Joseph E. Pogue/1973. 

Jewelry Making by Murray Bovin/1967. 

The Great Divide by TimeLife Books/1973. 

Beyond the Glitter by Gerald L. Wykoff/1989. 

Gem Stones of North America by John Sinkankas/1959. 
Gem Stones of North America 1st Volume by John 

Sinkankas/1959. 

A Handbook of Rocks by James Furman Kemp/1940. 

Our Continent by National Geographic Company/1976. 

Handbook of Gemstone Carving by Ed & Leola Wertz/1968. 
A Guide Book to the Castles of Great Britain by Paul 

Bird/1971. 
The Antique Bottle Collector by Grace Kendrick/Price Supple-

ment Guide/1966. 

Guide Book of American Coins by R. S. Yeoman/1977. 
Field Guide to North American Rocks & Minerals by The 

Audubon Society/1978. 
Fossils-A Guide to PreHistoric Life by A Golden Nature 

Guide/1962. 
Rocks & Minerals by A Golden Nature Guide by Golden Press, 

Inc./1957. 

APRIL’S birthstone is the Diamond.   Properties:  En-
hances competence, trust and love.  It is formed deep 
within the earth where there is intense heat and pressure.  
Diamonds are simply crystallized carbon.  April’s birth-
stone is the main choice for engagement rings.  It is also 
the anniversary gem for the 10th and 60th years of mar-
riage when eternity bands replace original wedding bands. 
 The ancient Greeks believed that diamonds were 
splinters of stars fallen to the earth.  It has been said that 
they were the tears of the Gods or even crystallized light-
ning or hardened dew drops.  The exact origins of dia-
monds is still something of a mystery. 
 Diamonds are harder than any other substance on 
earth and are also the most beautiful gemstone because of 
the sparks of light that it emits as well as its invincible 
strength.  They are found today in Australia, Botswana, 
Russia and South Africa. 
 Diamonds have been credited for having certain 
medicinal properties.  During the middle ages these gem-
stones were thought to heal illness, but only if the ailing 
person took the diamond into bed to warm it up first.   
 Legend has it that Cupid’s arrows were tipped in 
diamonds and over the centuries, this gemstone has ac-
quired a well-deserved reputation as the ultimate gift of 
love.  In less democratic times, diamonds were reserved 
for royalty—the only people “entitled” to their symbolism 
of strength, courage and invincibility.   
 The diamond’s white hue signifies life, joy and 
innocence.  But diamonds may be nearly any color in the 
rainbow .  Shades of yellow are most common, followed 
by colorless.  Blue, black, reddish, and greenish are more 
valuable.  
 A woman wears her diamond on the third finger 
of her left hand.  This custom goes back to the early Egyp-
tians who believed that the “vein of love” ran directly 
from the heart to the top of the third finger, left hand. 
 A gift of a Diamond is symbolic of everlasting 
love.   

APRIL NFMS SHOWS 

1-2 Panorama Gem & Mineral Club Coleville, WA 

 

2-3 SE Idaho Gem & Mineral Soc. Pocatello, ID 

 

2-3 Mt. Hood Rock Club  Gresham, OR 

 

8- 10 Rock Rollers of Spokane  Spokane, WA 

 

8- 10 Golden Spike Gem & Mineral   Ogden, UT 

 

10-11 Petrified Watermelon Pickers Gooding, ID 

 THIS SHOW IS CANCELED  

9-10  Mt. Baker Rock & Gem Club Bellingham, WA 

 

16-17 Idaho Falls Gem & Mineral Soc. Idaho Falls, ID 

 

--Wasatch Gem Society Show:  April 29, 30 & May 1. Friday & 
Saturday 10 a.m to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.     Admis-
sion:  Adults $2.00, Under 12-free. Address: Utah State Fair 
Grounds, 155 N 1000 W, SLC.  Rocks &             gems, fossiles, 
jewelry, displays, door prizes, demonstrations, silent auction, 
vendors. 
 
--The Gem Faire (commercial rock, gem & bead show):   March 
25, 26, & 27.  Friday & Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission:  $5.00   Kay Berry will have free 
weekend passes at Golden Spike and Beehive meetings, or con-
tact her to pick up  
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ARTICLES FOR NEWSLETTER  
 If you send me articles that you would like to have printed in the 
newsletter, please state specifically that they are for the newsletter.  I will be 
glad to include them, providing there is space available in that issue.   I may 
need to modify them to fit into the space available.   

 Copyright laws prohibit the inclusion of any submissions which are 
not  your own unless written permission is obtained and then credit is given to 
the author and source is stated.   

SPENCER OPAL MINES FIELD TRIP  
Dear Fellow Rock Hounds.   My name is Donna Barker and I 
am a member of the field trip committee for the Idaho Falls 
Gem and Mineral Society (IFG&MS) in Idaho Falls, ID.  We 
would like to invite you to a joint club field trip to the Spencer 
Opal Mine in Spencer Idaho, on July 16th, 2011.  I have at-
tached the particulars of the trip and hope you will join us and 
pass this information along to whomever may also be interested.  
We look forward to meeting you and digging in the dirt with 
you.   Cal me @208-881-9306, email to 
donameche@cableone.net with any questions you may have.  
Thanks and see you soon.  Donna 

* * * * * * * * * * 
���The Spencer Opal Mine is in Spencer, Idaho.  The fee to dig as a group at the 
mine itself is $50.00/5 Ib. and $10.00 for every pound over that.  We need a 
minimum of 30 people for the mandatory group fee of $1500.00 to dig.  We 
would like to have $50.00/person; check made out to the Spencer Opal Mine, 
from whoever wishes to join us by June 25, 2011. We will hold onto the check 
until we give it to the mine owners one week prior to our dig date of July 16, 
2011.  Let us know as soon as you can so we know what to plan for. 

     Our wagon master is Nicole Hansen.  She has spent many hours digging at 
the mine and knows a lot about it.  She will be on hand to answer your ques-
tions and help direct you.  We will dig from 9am. until 4:00 pm. and will meet 
at the Spencer café at 8am.  We will be digging at the main mine but not in the 
commercial part.  The owners will have already high-graded the material but 
the general public will not have been through it (unless of course there are 
more big groups ahead of us this season, but the owners add to it all the time 
as they work the commercial side).  We will have access to the south end of 
the vein.  As always, however, it’s the luck of the draw. 

     We will need four-wheel drive to get to the main mine, since the road is a 
forest service road, but we can also carpool.  There is water at the dig site but 
only to fill your spray bottles, not potable.  There is an outhouse 
(questionable).  So, we still need water to drink, lots of it, lunch, pick, shovel, 
rock pick and chisels (some boulders), buckets, trowels, eye protection, closed
-toed shoes (or they can’t let you dig).  It gets blistering hot in the dig so bring 
a hat. 

     Accommodations in Spencer and the surrounding area are as follows: 

Spencer RV has room for 9-10 campers and 4-5 tents.  There is water, electric-
ity and sewer for RVs.  As mentioned before, there is a café. 

     Stoddard Creek Camp Ground is across the freeway from Spencer.  It is a 
dry camp with an outhouse at the main campground. 

     There is a small hotel in Dubois, Idaho and a RV dump station. 

     There is a motel and RV park in Lima, Montana. 

You may call me, Donna Barker, with questions at 208-881-9306 or email me 
at donameche@cableone.net.   

CALL REBEKAH YANCEY IF INTERESTED AT 670-4254�

WE NEED YOU AS A SCHOOL PRESENTER!! 
If you are hesitant about going into the schools to do a presenta-
tion—don’t be.  The kids love it and you cannot imagine the 
fun.  You will be given a tub containing rocks and gemstones 
and a script to follow until you become familiar with the presen-
tation.   And the rewards to yourself are unimaginable.   

Contact Dave Hughes at 886-2014 or 316-6723 

Jimmie  Berkley has  silver smithing tools for sale—as a 
package deal.  Call 
him at 734-8015 
for more informa-
tion.   

BUY, SELL, OR TRADE  
WANTED!  10” or 12” rock saw—in good working order.  If 
you have one you want to sell, call Ralph Garrison at 733-2511 

 
FOR SALE:  Homemade equipment belonging to Craig New-
comb.  Call Kathy Bailey @ 878-5382   Saws, faceting machine,  
polishers 

 
Jimmy Berkeley has some metal smithing  and faceting equip-
ment he would like to sell.  Phone:  734-8015 

 



2011—MVGC Refreshment List  
.  You are expected to bring des-
sert or snacks and punch.  Please 
work together with the other peo-
ple for the month you are sched-
uled.  Questions or need help? 

Call Sandy Hansen at 

736-3380 
April 

1.  Jon Cromer 
2.  Rebekah Yancey 

3. Judy Morris 
 

7:00 p.m.  
 

Please call Sandy to pick your date 
to bring refreshments!! 
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����� (Rocky and Shirley Metts’s daughter)  

 (This recipe is for the Enchiladas that were at the show) 

Check out the Magic Valley Gem Club face book page—it is really great. 

MAGIC VALLEY GEM CLUB SHOW 
March 10 and 11, 2012 

Twin Falls County Fairgrounds, Filer, Idaho 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL  OF 
YOU WHO HELPED WITH THE 
SHOW IN ANY WAY.  YOUR HELP 
WAS/IS MOST SINCERELY APPRE-
CIATED—FROM THOSE WHO 
MANNED STATIONS—TO THOSE 
WHO SET UP AND TOOK DOWN—
TO THOSE WHO COULDN’T COME 
THEMSELVES BUT SENT DOOR 
PRIZES AND ROCK FOR THE AUC-
TION AND PRIZES FOR THE 
WHEELS OF FORTUNE AND TO 
THE DEALERS AND PUBLICITY 
PEOPLE.   
EVERYONE.  THANK YOU! THANK 
YOU! THANK YOU!!! 
 ALSO, THE WINNER OF 
THE GRAND PRIZE AMETHYST 
CATHEDRAL WAS:   RON RHODES 
(“who never wins anything”) 
CONGRATULATIONS, RON!!! 

Lola Betty is the club Sunshine 
lady.  Her job is to send some 

cheer to members who are ill or 
just need some cheering up.  But 
she needs your help in doing this 
job.  If you know someone who 

has recently been ill, let her now so 
she can send them a card.  Her 

phone number is 423-9764.   
  (If you can’t get Lola — 

Call Shirley Metts at 

423-4827. 

 

Welcome MR. COFFEE!!! 
 He will soothe your de-
sire for a good cup of coffee.   
Ron Rhodes has accepted the 
challenge of producing  a most 
aromatic, luxurious cup of fresh 
ground, fresh roasted cup of coffee 
for members of the club—at the 
meetings.  Soooo—if this sounds 
good to you, give him a call to get 
on the list for a cup of coffee.  
(I have no phone # for Ron) Catch 
him at the meeting!  
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CODE OF ETHICS 
 
· I will respect both private and public property 

and will do on collecting on privately owned 
land without permission from the owner. 

· I will keep informed on all laws, regulations or 
rules governing collecting on public lands and 
will observe them. 

· I will, to the best of my ability, ascertain the 
boundary lines of property on which I plan to 
collect. 

· I will use no firearms or blasting material in 
collecting areas. 

· I will cause no willful damage to property of 
any kind such as fences, signs, buildings, etc. 

· I will leave all gates as found.. 
· I will build fires only in designated or safe 

places and will be certain they are completely 
extinguished before leaving the area.    

· I will discard no burning material—matches, 
cigarettes, etc. 

· I will fill all excavation holes which may be 
dangerous to livestock. 

· I will not contaminate wells, creeks, or other 
water supplies. 

· I will cause no willful damage to collecting 
material and will take home only what I can 
reasonably use. 

· I will practice conservation and undertake to 
utilize fully and well the materials I have col-
lected and will recycle my surplus for the pleas-
ure and benefit of others. 

· I will support the rock hound project H.E.L.P 
(Help Eliminate Litter Please) and will leave all 
collecting areas devoid of litter, regardless of 
how found. 

· I will cooperate with field-trip leaders and those 
in designated authority in all collecting areas. 

· I will report to my club or federation officers, 
the Bureau of Land Management or other au-
thorities, any deposit of petrified wood or other 
materials on public lands which should be pro-
tected for the enjoyment of future generations 
for public educational and scientific purposes. 

· I will appreciate and protect our heritage of 
natural resources. 

· I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use Good 
Outdoor Manners and will at all times conduct 
myself in a manner which will add to the stature 
and Public Image of Rock hounds everywhere. 

Newsletters and E-mails 
by Dick Pankey, President, American Lands Access Association 

 ___________________________________________________________ 
 
     Two months ago I received my copy of the October-December Ameri-
can Lands Access Association  Newsletter and read it cover-to-cover. Our 
editor, Jay Valle, puts out a very informative newsletter for our members. 
The articles come from many sources– the officers, members and articles 
from the internet and others who share our goals of protecting access to 
public lands. This Newsletter is mailed to all individual members and to the 
listed representative of all member societies. Our Newsletter is also posted 
on the ALAA web site – www.amlands.org for everyone and anyone to 
read. And I hope that many of you will take advantage of this “free” ser-
vice. If you like what you see then maybe you will join ALAA and support 
our goals and mission.  
 
     We dodged a legislative bullet in December. In the realm of legislative 
and regulatory activity things move slowly then on short notice or no notice 
at all they move at lightening speed. As I talked about in the December 
AFMS Newsletter there was concern that the many Land Use Bills would 
all be rolled into an Omnibus Bill and rushed through the Lame Duck Con-
gressional session. The Congress got very involved with the other issues 
and it appeared that there would not be time or the will to address the Land 
Use Bills.  We were wrong. The log jam broke and an Omnibus Land Use 
Bill was introduced and did come to a vote in the Senate. It was a compila-
tion of additions to National Parks and National Heritage Areas, and some 
miscellaneous small bills. It was not the Americas Great  Outdoors Initia-
tive and several other large wilderness bills and national monument bills 
that are currently under consideration. Even with very short notice we 
were able to send out an alert to all ALAA members who had given us an 
e-mail address. We had time and many of us took the opportunity to e-mail 
our Senators and Representatives with our stand on this Bill.   Fortunately 
the Senate rejected this bill and Congress adjourned without taking any fur-
ther action on any Land Use Bills. We dodged the bullet but we need to be 
proactive and see that legislation is conducted properly and not railroaded 
without due consideration.  
 
     When things happen quickly we need to be able to react and respond 
quickly. Quarterly and even monthly newsletters are not timely enough for 
us to communicate the issues and mount a response.  We need every mem-
ber to supply a current e-mail address; this is especially important for soci-
ety members. Society members needs to have a person with an email ad-
dress to be their contact person so we can send them important and timely 
communications and alerts. It is important that this person not only receives 
information but also passes it along to the rest of your society’s members 
and that this person be an advocate for action. If you haven’t done so al-
ready, when you  renew your membership for 2011, be sure to send in your 
e-mail address and other contact information.  And while you are at it be 
sure to check out the American Lands Access Association web site – 
www.amlands.org..  Be an involved member! 
—- from AFMS March, 2011, newsletter—pg. 3 

 MORE APRIL GEM SHOWS  

16-17 Yakima Rock & Mineral  Yakima, WA 

 

16-17 Lakeside Gem & Mineral   Kennewick, WA 

 

15-17 Willamette Agate & Mineral   Rickreall, OR 

 

23-24 Grays Harbor Gem & Geology     Elma, WA 

 

Apr 30  - May 1 West Seattle Rock Club 

   W. Seattle, WA 
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M A G I C  VA L L E Y G E M  N E W S  
SH I R L E Y  M E T T S ,  ED I T O R  
5 5 0  SO U T H  M A I N  ST R E E T  
K I M B E R LY ,  I D   8 3 3 4 1  
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We  need  items for the: 
Wheel of Fortune-1 

ROCKS—Wheel OF FORTUNE—2,  
Silent Auction,  

Grab Bags,  
Door Prizes 

Magic Valley Gem Show 
March  10 and 11,    2012 

Twin Falls County Fairgrounds  —  Filer, 
Idaho 

WE NEED ALL CLUB MEMBERS TO 
HELP!!!  

We are now able to send the Magic Valley Gem 
News via e-mail.  If you are not already receiving 
the newsletter via email and are willing to, please 
email me at rmetts@cableone.net.  Help us save 
some money on mailings.  Thank you.  Shirley 

One of the best things about rock hounding is the 
people one becomes acquainted with.   

Since we have the rock hounding interest  
in common it is easier  

To find other interests in  common. 
Expand your horizons— 

Get to know some people in  
Other Clubs. 

There are a lot of really great people out there 
Just waiting for you to discover them. 

The best way to do this is  
To become involved with your own club 

And then branch out to others.   
LOTS OF FUN!!! 

 


